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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  CAISTOR  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957. 

During  this  year  extensive  epidemics  of  Measles  and  of  Whooping 
Cough  occurred  chiefly  affecting  the  southern  parishes  of  the  area.  In 
, addition  an  influenza  epidemic  affected  a large  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion between  September  and  November. 

An  analysis  of  the  population  trends  by  parishes  emphasizes  the 
trend  of  migration  over  the  last  40  years  (from  1911  to  1951)  from  the 
Rural  District  as  a whole  and  from  the  more  rural  parishes  to  the  more 
urbanised  ones  within  the  District. 

This  should  have  an  obvious  bearing  on  the  siting  of  new  houses 
and  to  some  extent  of  the  re-housing  of  the  elderly  members  of  the 
community. 

The  extension  of  sewage  disposal  schemes  to  many  of  the  larger 
villages  has  been  restricted  by  the  increasing  cost  per  house  of  such 
schemes. 

When  the  time  comes  for  the  handing  over  of  the  District’s  water 
undertaking  to  the  new  Water  Board  very  little  will  remain  for  the  Board 
to  do  in  the  way  of  extensions.  Last  Summer  more  rain  fell  in  the  months 
from  May  to  September  than  in  October  to  April. 

It  will  be  obvious  from  this  report  that  a very  considerable  volume 
of  vyork  of  a very  varying  nature  has  been  accomplished  by  the  staff  of 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

To  Mr.  V.  G.  Hudson,  Mr.  H.  Todd,  Mr.  H.  Dixon,  I again  extend 
my  thanks  for  their  unfailing  assistance. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr.  C.  G.  Barr,  along  with  his  staff  were 
again  most  co-operative. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Mr.  J.  W.  Cousins, 
and  its  members  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department 
for  which  I express  my  thanks. 

I am.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  J.  R.  MECREDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Caistor  Rural  District  Council. 
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SECl’ION  A — Vital  and  General  Statistics 

The  estimated  population  again  shows  no  significant  change  from 
that  of  1956.  What  change  there  has  been  is  certainly  due  to  variations 
in  the  number  of  non-civilian  personnel  in  the  parishes  of  Toft  Newton 
and  Stainton-le-Vale. 

Parishes  contiguous  to  urban  areas  have  tended  to  show  a gradual 
rise  in  population  which  has  offset  the  loss  in  the  more  rural  areas. 

A detailed  analysis  of  the  movement  of  population  between  1911 
and  1951  shows  a loss  of  1200  in  23  of  the  more  rural,  smaller  parishes. 
There  has  been  an  apparent  gain  of  2100  people  in  the  more  urbanised 
parishes  and  in  some  parishes  contiguous  to  R.A.F.  aerodromes  or  to 
larger  urban  areas  of  population.  This  gain,  however,  is  largely  fictitious 
as  it  includes  about  1700  non-civilian  population.  If  this  is  allowed  for 
it  shows  that  there  has  been  a movement,  in  the  40  years  covered,  of 
about  400  people  from  the  more  rural  parishes  to  the  more  urbanised* 
ones  or  to  those  where  special  conditions  have  attracted  people.  The 
23  remaining  parishes  have  lost  100  people  over  the  same  period.  The 
parishes  which  show  the  largest  proportional  increase  in  population  are 
Middle  Rasen,  Keelby,  Caistor,  Tealby,  Bigby,  Rothwell  and  Snitterby. 
Stainton-le-Vale  and  Toft  Newton  show  increases  also,  due  entirely  to 
the  number  of  non-civilian  personnel  included  in  the  census  returns. 
Some  of  the  parishes  mostly  on,  or  in,  the  Wold  show  startling  decreases. 
Among  these  are  Thoresway,  Thorganby,  Cabourne,  Grasby,  Kirmond- 
le-Mire,  Limber,  Searby-cum-Owmby,  Sixhills,  Swallow,  Swinhope  and 
Walesby.  In  the  flatter  valley  area  of  the  Ancholme  the  parishes  with 
the  greatest  loss  are  Legsby,  Lissington,  Owersby,  West  Rasen  and 
Bishop  Norton. 

The  total  loss  of  rural  population  in  the  40  years  covered  would 
appear  to  be  about  1000.  This  would  undoubtedly  have  been  greater 
if  it  was  not  for  the  gradual  change  from  pastoral  to  arable  farming  in 
the  Rural  District.  A further  loss  is  revealed  when  one  remembers 
that  the  birth-rate  for  the  Rural  District  is  much  higher  than  the  death 
rate. 

In  the  last  ten  years  there  has  been  an  excess  of  788  births  over 
deaths.  In  other  words  the  population  would  normally  be  expected  to 
increase  to  that  extent  in  that  time. 

The  birth  rate  has  remained  at  a higher  rate  than  that  in  the  country 
as  a whole  while  the  death  rate  shows  a fall  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 

There  are  40  parishes  in  the  Caistor  Rural  District. 

The  area  of  the  Rural  District  is  119,992  acres. 


Population  1901 

13,288 

„ 1911 

13,146 

„ 1921 

12,876 

„ 1931 

12,659 

,,  (civilian)  1951 

12,194 

Total 

Population  1951 

14,340 

Estimated  1957 

14,480 

Habitable  houses  (excluding  Service 

Premises)  4,323 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  on  the  1st  April,  1957  was  £108,294 
and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  was  £445  : 1 : 0 for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1957. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957, 


For  England 
and  Wales 

Total  live  births  221  — 

Total  illegitimate  live  births  6 — 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  mid- 1957  (corrected)  17.5  16.1 

Total  deaths  160  — 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

(corrected)  10.9  11.5 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  6 — 

Stillbirths  2 — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  4 — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  27.1  per  1000  23 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  , 1 — • 

Deaths  from  all  malignant  Neoplasms  31  — 

Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 

circulatory  system  84  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nil  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil  — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  Nil  — 


The  deaths  from  malignant  diseases  show  an  appreciable  increase 
on  last  year’s  low  figures,  while  the  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  system  show  some  decline.  These  two  groups  of  diseases 
account  for  over  2/3  of  all  deaths. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Caistor  Rural  District,  1957. 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  

Male 

Fema 

2. 

,,  other  forms  

1 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

• — 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 



9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach 

4 

1 

11. 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

12. 

,,  ,,  breast  

— 

3 

13. 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms  

13 

5 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

16 

18. 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

15 

1 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

16 

17 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

3 


Male 


Female 


25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  — — 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 — 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 — • 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  — — 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 — 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  — — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  — — 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  8 12 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 3 — 

34.  All  other  accidents  2 1 

35.  Suicide  1 — 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — — 


96  64  160 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

1.  {d)  Mental  Illness. 

Treatment  is  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Supervision  and  aftercare  is  carried  out  by  specially 
trained  staff  employed  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

1.  {b)  Mental  Defectives. 

The  County  Council,  through  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  makes 
arrangements  for  the  institutional  care  of  mental  defectives. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  care  and  supervision  of 
mental  defectives  in  their  homes. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
St.  Anne’s  Road,  Lincoln  and  at  Grimsby  and  District  Hospital.  Diph- 
theria Anti-toxin,  Anti-typhoid  serum,  and  Scarlet  Fever  (streptococcus) 
Anti-toxin  are  supplied  from  the  above  laboratories. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  National  Fire  Service  has  general  supervision  of  all  ambulances. 
An  ambulance  can  be  obtained  either  through  the  patient’s  doctor  or 
nurse  or,  in  the  event  of  an  emergency,  by  asking  the  telephone  operator 
for  the  ambulance  station. 

Summary  (for  reference)  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals,  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  All  district  nurses  come  under  the  authority 
of  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Treatment  Centres. 

Treatment  and  aftercare  of  tuberculosis  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  nearest  centres  are  at  Brigg,  Lincoln 
and  Grimsby. 

Hospital,  Isolation. 

All  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  including  Smallpox,  are  dealt  with 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

These  are  controlled  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  Lindsey  County  Council  is  in  charge  of  these. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Dented  Clinics  and  treatments. 

This  is  arranged  for  mothers  and  children  by  the  Lindsey  County 
Council.  There  is  a Dental  Clinic  at  Market  Rasen. 

School  Clinics  are  held  at  Brigg  and  Market  Rasen. 

Home  Help  Service.  This  is  supplied  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 


SECTION  C 

Notifiable  and  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  biggest  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  experienced 
for  many  years  were  responsible  for  the  great  increase  in  the  notifications 
of  these  two  diseases. 

Of  the  343  cases  of  measles  notified  280  occurred  in  nine  parishes. 
The  remaining  63  cases  were  notified  for  22  parishes.  There  were  no 
cases  reported  from  the  remaining  nine  parishes. 

The  parishes  worst  affected  were,  in  order  of  the  number  of  cases 
notified.  Middle  Rasen,  Stainton-le-Vale,  Tealby,  Claxby,  Osgodby, 
Rothwell,  Walesby,  West  Rasen  and  Normanby-le-Wold.  With  the 
exception  of  Rothwell  and  Stainton-le-Vale  all  these  parishes  depend 
to  a great  extent  on  Market  Rasen  for  shopping  facilities.  The  cases  in 
Stainton-le-Vale  were  drawn  from  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Binbrook. 

As  a matter  of  interest  it  should  be  noted  that  Market  Rasen  exper- 
ienced its  worst  epidemic  of  measles  for  years  with  138  cases.  This  com- 
menced in  January  and  reached  its  peak  before  that  in  the  contiguous 
areas  of  the  Rural  District. 

In  all  these  parishes,  except  Rothwell  and  Stainton-le-Vale,  the 
epidemic  had  ended  by  May.  July  and  August  were  the  months  in  which 
there  were  apparently  localised  epidemics  in  both  the  above  parishes. 

Whooping  Cough  was  also  limited  in  its  extent  to  certain  parishes 
mostly  in  the  southern  area  of  the  Rural  District. 

In  the  seven  parishes  of  Glentham,  Middle  Rasen,  Linwood,  Legsby, 
Lissington,  Snitterby  and  Stainton-le-Vale,  118  cases,  of  the  144  notified, 
occurred.  26  cases  were  distributed  between  10  other  parishes.  No 
cases  were  reported  from  the  remaining  23  parishes.  The  Whooping 
Cough  epidemic  was  experienced  during  the  months  of  June  and  July 
for  all  parishes  except  Stainton-le-Vale. 

'Scarlet  Fever  also  showed  a considerable  incidence  with  42  cases. 
1952  was  the  last  year  when  this  figure  was  approached.  Again  the 
epidemic  was  limited  to  certain  parishes,  Caistor,  Owmby  and  Grasby 
accounted  for  3 1 of  the  42  cases  while  the  other  1 1 cases  were  spread 
over  8 parishes.  In  other  words  in  29  parishes  no  cases  were  notified. 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  reported  was 
largely  due  to  the  epidemic  of  influenza  which  occurred  from  September 
to  November.  The  first  cases  of  influenza  were  brought  to  my  attention 
in  school  children  in  the  Waddingham  parish  in  mid-September.  So 
far  as  I know  no  case  of  influenza  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  for 
treatment.  Some  of  the  smaller  schools  appeared  to  escape  the  epidemic 
completely.  In  others  about  90%  of  the  children  were  affected.  The 
incidence  and  timing  in  the  larger  schools  in  Caistor  and  Market  Rasen 
showed  considerable  variation.  In  Market  Rasen  about  75  % of  children 
were  affected  in  the  schools  and  the  epidemic  here  was  more  explosive 
in  character. 

In  Caistor  on  the  other  hand,  the  incidence  only  amounted  to  55  % 
and  the  duration  of  the  epidemic  was  more  prolonged  than  in  Market 
Rasen. 

Adults  appeared  to  be  attacked  later  than  the  children  to  judge 
from  the  experience  of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  concerned.  In  many 
cases,  both  amongst  teachers  and  children,  the  onset  was  remarkably 
sudden.  Children  did,  in  many  cases,  collapse  in  school  but  did  not, 
as  a rule,  have  to  be  sent  home  by  car. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  the  jonset  was  more  gradual. 
Where  some  children  returned  to  school  a relapse  occurred  frequently 
after  about  a week  or  thereabouts.  In  these  cases  a longer  period  of 
convalescence  was  required. 

It  should  be  noted  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified 
since  1951. 

Only  two  isolated  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  have  been  notified 
during  1952-57. 

Cases  of  dysentery  since  1952  were  all  of  the  relatively  innocuous 
Sonne  variety  and  there  weie  no  major  outbreaks. 

The  steady  decline  over  the  years  in  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  another  satisfactory  feature  of  these  figures. 

Other  notifiable  diseases  are  conspicuous  by  their  relative  absence 
as  recorded  in  the  table. 

Immunisation. 

An  assessment  made  of  the  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
showed  that  82  % of  all  children  had  been  so  protected. 

In  1946  it  was  found  that  88%  of  all  school-children  in  the  area  had 
been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

During  1957  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  carried  out  on 
a considerable  scale.  A start  was  also  made  wdth  protecting  certain 
groups  of  children  against  tuberculosis. 

Both  these  campaigns  should  prove  their  value  in  the  future  by  re- 
ducing the  incidence  of  these  diseases. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  informed  me  that  1 92 
children  were  actually  immunised  against  diphtheria  during  the  year 
while  146  children  received  “ booster  ” injections.  These  figures  indicate 
a falling  off'  from  the  figures  for  1956. 
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144  children  were  protected  against  Whooping  Cough. 

94  children  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  while  19  revaccina- 
tions were  performed. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

1957 

1956 

Average 

for 

1952-56 

Average 

for 

1942-51 

Average 

for 

1932-41 

Average 

for 

1901-10 

Measles 

343 

24 

106 

140 

-t 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

144 

47 

62 

43 

-t 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

42 

7 

17.6 

25.6 

20.2 

30.0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

3.2 

3.7 

23.7 

Pneumonia 

13 

4 

4.6 

6.4 

7.3 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

6 

5 

4.4 

7.4 

8.7 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 

0 

2 

2.8 

5.4 

3.8 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

1 

1.6 

1.8 

-t 

— 

Erysipelas 

0 

2 

1.0 

3.5 

3.2 

4.2* 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0.6 

0.6 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

1.0 

0.6 



Typhoid  and  Para- 
Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0.4 

0.3 

0.7 

4.8 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

2.8 

1.8 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

0.8 

0 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

Infective 

0 

1 

0.4 

0 

, 

Malaria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

Totals 

551 

94 

205 

240.0 

— 

— 

t Not  notifiable  * 1903-12 


SECTION  D 
Water  Supply 

During  the  year  no  major  water  schemes  were  carried  out,  these 
being  already  completed  but  during  the  summer  the  private  supply  of  the 
Earl  of  Yarborough  was  transferred  to  the  Council.  A new  main  was 
laid  from  Limber  school  and  the  supply  fed  into  the  existing  water  tower. 

An  agricultural  extension  was  carried  out  in  the  Carr  district  of 
Bishop  Norton  and  about  3,000  yards  of  l|in.  main  was  laid  to  supply 
outlying  farms  and  agricultural  land. 

Further  extensions  of  this  nature  are  in  hand  for  the  coming  year. 


Samples 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  from  the  various  sources  of 
supply  at  fortnightly  intervals.  Samples  were  also  taken  from  various 
private  wells  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln 
for  bacteriological  analysis.  Samples  from  the  Council’s  own  sources 
were  also  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  A summary  of  the  results 
is  as  follows  : — 
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Un- 


Source 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Total 

Caistor  

25 

— 

25 

Nettleton  

27 

3 

30 

Otby  

20 

— 

20 

Teal  by  

20 

— 

20 

Supplies  from  other  authorities- 
Grimsby  

43 

1 

44 

Welton  

1 

— 

1 

Louth  

3 

— 

3 

Gainsborough  

2 

— 

2 

Private  Supplies  

12 

13 

25 

Totals  

153 

17 

170 

The  chemical  analyses  for  the  supply  are  as  follows  : — 


Sources 


Details 

Caistor 

• 

Nettleton 

• 

Otby 

• 

Tealby 

Total  Solids  dried  at  110°C. 

284  -0 

280  -0 

320  -0 

400-0 

Free  Ammonia  as  N. 

0-008 

0-027 

0-008 

0-004 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  as  N. 

0-015 

0-028 

0-007 

0-003 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

3-5 

3-2 

3-2 

3-2 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorides  as  Cl.  

19-0 

19-0 

19-5 

21  -0 

Alkalinity  expressed  as  CaCo3 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80 

180  -0 

167  -5 

195  -0 

247  -5 

Permanganate  in  4 hours 

0-110 

0-136 

0-126 

0-114 

Calcium  as  CaO  

124  -6 

116-2 

140  -0 

163  -8 

Magnesium  as  MgO  

2*2 

2-0 

1 -4 

4-8 

Carbonates  as  C02  

79-2 

73  -7 

85  -8 

108  -9 

Sulphates  as  S03  

Possible  Combination  of  Salts 

37-0 

35-7 

42  -5 

45  -3 

in  Solution 

Calcium  Carbonate  

176  -2 

163  -0 

196  -8 

236-0 

Calcium  Sulphate  

62  -9 

67  -7 

73  -3 

77  -0 

Sodium  Chloride  

31  -3 

31  -3 

32-1 

34  -6 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

4-6 

4-2 

3-0 

10-0 

pH  Value  

7.2 

7-2 

7-3 

7-4 
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Domestic  Properties  connected  to  water  mains  at  December  31st,  1957. 


No.  of 

No. 

No.  of  No. 

Parish 

houses 

sup. 

Parish 

houses  sup. 

Brought  forward 

...2534 

2447 

Bigby 

81 

75 

Osgodby 

160 

156 

Bishop  Norton 

115 

110 

Owersby  

..  Ill 

105 

*Brocklesby 

58 

52 

Rasen,  Middle 

...  397 

390 

Buslingthorpe 

28 

26 

Rasen,  West 

46 

46 

Cabourne 

34 

33 

Riby  

...  73 

62 

Caistor 

577 

569 

t Roth  well 

...  74 

69 

Claxby 

63 

63 

t Searby-cum-O  wmby 

53 

53 

Glentham 

108 

104 

Sixhills 

. 29 

25 

Grasby 

112 

107 

Snitterby  

...  72 

72 

* Holton-le-Moor 

60 

58 

Somerby 

...  23 

23 

Keelby 

291 

281 

fStainton-le-Vale 

40 

32 

Kelsey,  North 

276 

268 

t Swallow  

...  72 

71 

Kelsey,  South 

163 

158 

fSwinhope  

...  23 

6 

t Kirmond-le-Mire 

20 

17 

Tealby  

...  194 

182 

Legs by 

102 

101 

Thoresway  

...  57 

29 

Limber 

127 

118 

fThorganby  

...  30 

30 

Linwood 

48 

47 

Toft  Newton 

...  39 

39 

Lissington 

63 

63 

Waddingham 

...  173 

168 

Nettleton 

180 

175 

Walesby 

76 

56 

N orman  by-le-W  old 

28 

22 

Willingham,  North 

..  47 

42 

Carried  forward 

2534 

2447 

Totals 

4323 

4103 

* Private  Supply  only,  f Part  Private  Supply. 

SECTION  E — Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Towns  and  villages  with  complete  sewerage  schemes  : — 

(1)  Caistor — disposal  by  land  treatment  over  7 acres. 

Standard  of  effluent — good. 

(2)  Keelby — disposal  to  new  sewage  disposal  works. 

Standard  of  effluent — good 

(3)  Tealby — disposal  to  new  sewage  disposal  works. 

Standard  of  effluent — ^good. 

(4)  Middle  Rasen — disposal  to  sewage  disposal  works. 

Belonging  to  Market  Rasen  U.D.C.  in  Middle  Rasen  parish. 
Standard  of  effluent — quite  good. 

Villages  with  partial  sewerage  schemes  : — 

(1)  North  Kelsey — disposal  by  combined  “sewer”  with  land 

treatment  in  field  of  .652  acres.  Discharge  to  dyke- 
effluent  not  good. 

(2)  South  Kelsey — North  End— disposal  by  combined  “ sewer  ” 

to  twin  settlement  tanks.  Discharge  of  effluent  therefrom 
to  dyke. 

(3)  South  Kelsey — South  End.  New  sewage  disposal  works 

with  complete  treatment — built  in  conjunction  with  new 
Council  housing  estate.  Effluent  good. 

The  sewerage  scheme  was  commenced  at  Waddingham  where  approxi- 
mately 160  properties  are  to  be  connected  to  a full  scale  sewerage  system. 
The  presence  of  a considerable  quantity  of  hard  rock  made  the  work 
difficult  but  the  improvement  to  the  condition  of  the  stream  which  will 
result  will  fully  justify  the  expense  and  effort  involved. 
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Drainage  nuisances  arose  from  polluted  dykes  in  a number  of  parishes 
but  the  Council’s  policy  of  regular  cleansing  of  the  dykes  reduced  the 
nuisance  to  a minimum.  The  Council  considered  drainage  problems  in 
various  parishes  during  the  year  and  in  the  parishes  of  Nettleton,  Osgodby, 
Grasby,  Bigby,  North  Owersby  and  Rothwell  major  sewerage  schemes 
will  be  required. 

Consideration  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  schools  resulted  in  an 
application  for  the  improvement  of  one  school.  The  construction  of 
new  school  buildings  at  Caistor  materially  improved  the  hygienic  condi- 
tions of  the  Junior  School. 

Nightsoil  collection  continued  as  before  and  the  area  covered  in- 
creased as  further  conversions  to  water  closets  were  carried  out.  The 
Council’s  policy  of  assistance  to  convert  to  water  closets  continued  to 
be  of  material  value. 

Sewer  Swabs 

Seven  sewer  swabs  were  used  as  follows  : — 

Sewage  disposal  works — effluent. 


Kelsey  North  1 

Osgodby  1 

Caistor  1 

Kelsey  South  1 

North  Owersby  1 

Nettleton  2 


— 7 

All  these  showed  no  trace  of  organisms  of  the  enteric,  dysentery,  or 
Salm.onella  groups. 


SECTION  F 

Public  Health  Nuisances 

The  only  major  public  health  nuisances  were — 

(a)  an  overturned  fish  lorry  which  discharged  8 tons  of  fish  meal 

on  agricultural  land  at  the  side  of  a main  road. 

(b)  The  continued  discharge  by  fish  lorries  from  Grimsby  of  fish 

juice  on  the  highway. 

(c)  The  presence  of  a number  of  “ sewer  dykes  ” which  were 

polluted  by  village  effluents. 


SECTION  G— Housing 

The  Council  reduced  its  house  and  bungalow  building  programme 
considerably  and  I am  satisfied  that  an  urgent  need  for  new  Council 
houses  no  longer  exists  in  most  parishes.  The  Council’s  policy  to  build 
mainly  bungalows  is  a wise  one  for,  with  the  increasing  proportion  of 
old  persons,  it  will  enable  the  Council  houses  to  be  vacated  by  aged 
families  and  occupied  by  young  folk  with  growing  families. 

A proportion  of  bungalows  in  each  village  is  most  useful  in  providing 
for  the  needs  of  the  community. 

The  application  list  remained  steady  but  many  of  those  applying 
are  well  housed,  due  to  the  considerable  number  of  agricultural  houses 
being  improved  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  there  were  few  cases 
of  hardship. 


10 


SKCTION  H 

Health  and  Welfare  of  School  Children 

During  the  year  771  children  were  given  the  routine  medical  examina- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  Caistor  and  Market  Rasen  Districts.  135 
children  attended  at  the  Market  Rasen  School  Clinic  for  treatment  for 
various  conditions  or  for  examination  for  fitness  for  work.  17  of  these 
were  treated  for  subnormal  nutrition.  15  children  were  treated  for 
various  diseases  of  the  lungs  chiefly  bronchitis.  No  cases  of  impetigo 
or  scabies  were  seen.  21  children  were  treated  for  other  diseases  of  the 
skin.  9 children  were  treated  for  anaemia.  7 cases  of  enuresis  were 
treated  for  long  periods.  24  children  attended  the  clinic  for  various 
defects  of  the  ear,  nose,  throat  or  for  enlarged  glands.  2 cases  of  otitis 
media  attended  the  clinic.  18  children  were  examined  because  of  back- 
wardness at  school  and  14  of  these  were  found  to  be  educationally 
subnormal. 

Examinations  of  855  “ leavers  ” (over  the  last  4 years)  in  the  Caistor 
and  Market  Rasen  districts  revealed  2.9%  with  appendicectomy  scars. 
A comparison  with  a similar  group  of  1107  “leavers”  in  Scunthorpe 
showed  that  5.8%  had  appendieectomy  scars. 

It  would  appear  that  appendicitis  is  twice  as  common  in  the  town 
as  in  the  country.  An  interesting  feature  in  the  study  of  dental  caries 
in  children  is  the  relatively  high  proportion  of  those  with  perfect  sets 
of  teeth  who  come  from  the  poorest  strata  of  the  population.  The 
children  of  well-to-do  people  tend  to  have  a higher  rate  of  dental  caries. 
Only  children,  in  particular,  would  appear  to  have  a higher  incidence 
of  caries. 

A comparison  was  made  with  the  dental  state  of  children  in  1946  to 
1948  and  those  examined  in  1957.  It  was  found  that  the  “entrant” 
children  with  perfect  sets  of  teeth  had  decreased  by  about  half  and 
that  the  number  of  decayed  or  treated  teeth  per  head  had  increased  by 
50%.  In  the  group  of  “ leavers”  examined  there  was  a drop  of  50% 
in  perfect  sets  of  teeth  between  the  two  groups  while  the  number  of  teeth 
decaying  or  treated  per  head  had  almost  doubled.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  rationing  of  sweets  etc.  ended  during  the  period  reviewed.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  a considerable  change  for  the  worse  has  occurred  in  the 
teeth  of  children  over  the  last  ten  years.  This  finding  would  appear  to 
be  in  agreement  with  those  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Informed  opin- 
ion in  the  country  agrees  that  this  change  for  the  worse  is  due,  largely, 
to  the  greatly  increased  consumption  of  sugar  and  all  foods  manufactured 
therefrom. 


SECTION  I.  Climate 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  Rural  District  as  shown  by  records  kept  by 
your  Water  Engineer — Mr.  H.  Dixon,  shows  little  variation  from  earlier 
years.  Rain  fell  on  180  days  with  a total  of  25.07  inches  for  the  year. 
The  three  months  with  the  greatest  rainfall  were  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember and  rain  fell  on  55  days  in  this  period  amounting  in  all  to  a total 
of  10  inches  of  rain.  This  indicates  the  difficulties  met  by  the  farming 
community  during  the  summer. 

Indirectly  this  may  also  affect  the  general  level  of  health  in  the  Rural 
District  as  the  excessive  rainfall  blanketed  the  holiday  months. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND 

SURVEYOR 


To  the  CAISTOR  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1957  commenced  with  staff  difficulty  in  that  I was  off  work  for  seven 
weeks  and  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  had  resigned,  but  by 
the  end  of  February  the  Department  was  back  to  normal.  During  this 
period  a retired  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  King,  did  extremely 
useful  work  and  dealt  with  urgent  matters,  particularly  meat  inspection, 
expeditiously  and  well. 

Progress  in  all  public  health  work  was  quite  considerble  but  two 
aspects  were  of  more  than  average  interest  : — 

(1)  efforts  to  improve  the  standard  of  home  produced  liquid  egg 
at  Kingerby  Egg  Packing  Station  ; in  this  connection  I would  like  to 
thank  Dr.  J.  M.  Croll  of  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  and  Dr. 
Betty  Hobbs  of  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  their  help  and 
guidance.  The  resulting  improvement  in  technique  and  standard  of 
purity  well  justified  the  work  involved. 

(2)  much  thought  and  time  was  put  into  an  attempt  to  design  a 
cheap  and  efficient  small  scale  treatment  works  which  would  improve 
the  condition  of  the  effluent  from  existing  combined  village  schemes 
which,  at  present,  discharge  partly  untreated  to  sewer  dykes,  ditches  and 
watercourses.  The  result,  while  not  the  entire  answer,  at  least  gave 
food  for  thought  to  the  Lincolnshire  River  Board  and  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

As  a result  of  this  and  other  work  the  writer  was  invited  in  November, 
1957,  to  represent  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Association  in  a deputa- 
tion of  three  to  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment on  the  question  of  pollution  of  watercourses  and  the  sea  by  sewage. 

Mr.  H.  Todd,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  commenced 
duties  on  25th  February,  1957  and  soon  became  a useful  member  of  the 
staff. 

I should  like  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  other  members  of  the  staff  for  their  willing  co- 
operation at  all  times.  Also  to  the  outside  employees  on  housing,  refuse 
collection,  nightsoil,  sewage  disposal,  water  and  other  services  the  Council 
performs  for  the  public — it  is  largely  by  the  reputation  these  men  create 
that  the  standard  of  performance  of  the  Council  is  judged  for  this  is 
often  the  only  direct  connection  many  householders  think  they  have  with 
the  authority  to  whom  they  pay  rates. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  support  at  all  times. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

VINCENT  G.  HUDSON. 
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!.  Town  and  Country  Planning. 

The  Council  continued  to  operate,  as  in  previous  years,  delegated 
powers  from  the  Lindsey  County  Council  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  1947.  During  the  year  249  planning  proposals  were 
received  and  dealt  with.  The  relationship  between  this  Council  and  the 
County  Planning  Officer  was  at  all  times  most  cordial  and  no  unnecessary 
delay  occurred  in  arriving  at  a decision. 

Of  the  249  plans,  6 were  refused  and  10  were  withdrawn. 

5 were  refused  on  planning  grounds  only  (I  petrol  filling  station, 
1 petrol  filling  station  and  Bungalow,  1 site  for  houses,  1 garage,  1 site 
for  2 houses)  and  the  6th,  a site  for  a bungalow,  was  refused  on  byelaw 
grounds  only.  There  were  no  appeals. 


2.  Housing  and  Building  Development. 

General — the  number  of  new  house  plans  was  23  and  the  number 
of  houses  under  construction  21.  17  houses  were  completed  by  private 

enterprise. 

The  number  of  plans  of  new  dwellings  submitted  was  again  high, 
for  the  first  time  since  the  War  no  Council  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year.  A private  house  in  Caistor  was  purchased  by  the  Council 
and  converted  to  two  dwellings. 


3.  TABLE  OF  PLANS  APPROVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 
with  corresponding  details  for  1953-1956 


Type  of  Building 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1. 

Council  Houses 

5 

16 

7 
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2. 

Private  Houses 

32 

27 

14 

26 

23 

3. 

Additions  and  Alterations  to 
Houses 

49 

65 

65 

68 

105 

4. 

Conversions  to  Houses 

4 

8 

6 

5 

2 

5. 

Farm  Buildings 

9 

5 

4 

5 

3 

6. 

Factories  (including  alterations 
and  additions)  

3 

2 

1 

7. 

Temporary  Buildings 

8 

7 

— 

— 

. 

8. 

Licensed  Premises  (alterations 
and  additions) 

7 

3 

2 

1 

9. 

Shops  (including  alterations 
and  additions) 

1 

2 

4 

10. 

Petrol  Stations  and  Garages 

3 

4 

6 

6 

3 

11. 

Local  Authority  (sewers  and 
water  schemes) 

1 

3 

2 

2 

12. 

Statutory  Undertakings  (Elec- 
tricity Board,  etc.) 

31 

73 

57 

24 

46 

13. 

Private  Garages 

30 

20 

42 

38 

35 

14. 

Mineral  Workings 

1 

— 

2 

3 

15. 

Advertisements 

6 

8 

6 

7 



16. 

Bus  Shelters 

1 

— 

1 

— 

13 


Type  of  Building 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

17. 

Store  Sheds 

6 

- 

3 

5 

8 

18. 

Cafe  and  additions 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

19. 

School 

1 

6 

1 

1 

— 

20. 

Deep  Litter  Houses 

— 

3 

— 

1 

3 

21. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Caravans 

— 

1 

- 1 

• 

— 

22. 

Playing  Fields 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

New  Business  premises  and 
alterations 

15 

1 

24. 

Burial  Grounds 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

Totals 

192 

257 

240 

203 

249 

4.  New  Houses 

During  the  past  28  years  (1930/1957  inclusive) 

Average  per  Year 


P.E. 

Cl. 

P.E. 

Cl. 

1930-39  (10  years) 

247 

80 

25 

8 

1939-45  (6  years) 

30 

— 

5 

1946-57  (12  years) 

172 

351 

14 

29 

Totals  for  28  years,  i.e.  31  new 

houses  each  year  419  461  15  16 


5.  The  houses  built  (and  completed)  in  1957  were  in  the  following 


parishes  : — 


Bigby 
Grasby 

Holton-le-Moor 
Keelby 
North  Kelsey 

Nettleton  

Osgodby  

Middle  Rasen 

Riby 

Tealby 

(Hope  House)  Caistor 


Private  Caistor 
Enterprise  R.D.C. 

1 — . 

1 — 

1 — 

4 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

5 — 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 by  conversion 
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6.  Caravans 

The  number  of  licensed  caravans  in  the  area  during  the  year  was 
53 — up  to  30  on  the  licensed  site  at  Swinhope  and  23  individual  licences. 

They  were  all  used  for  personal  occupation  by  the  owner  and  the 
standard  maintained  was  very  good. 

All  licences  are  for  one  year  only,  except  in  the  case  of  those  on  the 
one  licensed  site  in  the  area  where  the  site  licence  covers  all  the  caravans 
thereon. 

The  site  and  the  various  caravans  were  inspected  from  time  to 
time  and  conditions  at  all  times  were  satisfactory. 
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7.  COUNCIL  HOUSES— NUMBER  IN  EACH  PARISH 

No.  of 


Parish 

lotal 

War- 

Post-  Total 

Being 

current 

Bigby 

Pre-War  time 

War 

8 

8 

built 

applican’s 

6 

Bishop  Norton  

— 

2 

8 

10 

“ ■■  ■ 

4 

Brocklesby 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Buslingthorpe  

4 

— 

2 

6 

Cabourne 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

■ 

Caistor 

33 

4 

57 

94 

— ■ 

67 

Claxby 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

5 

Glentham 

— 

2 

8 

10 

— 

9 

Grasby 

4 

— 

4 

8 

— 

3 

Holton-le-Moor  ... 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

6 

Keelby 

18 

2 

28 

48 

— 

35 

Kelsey,  North 

18 

2 

30 

50 

— 

14 

Kelsey,  South 

14 

2 

18 

34 

— 

8 

Kirmond-le-Mire 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Legsby 

2 

2 

10 

14 

— ■ 

7 

Limber 

8 

— 

12 

20 

— 

10 

Linwood 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

3 

Lissington 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

3 

Nettleton 

14 

— 

24 

38 

— 

22 

Normanby-le-Wold 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

Osgodby 

10 

2 

6 

18 

— 

6 

Owersby 

6 

4 

10 

20 

— 

6 

Rasen,  Middle  

18 

— 

20 

38 

— 

28 

Rasen,  West 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

6 

Riby 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

10 

Rothwell 

— ■ 

4 

22 

26 

— 

11 

Searby-cum-Owmby 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

4 

Sixhills 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Snitterby 

4 

— 

8 

12 

— 

5 

Somerby 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stainton-le-Vale 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Swallow 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

9 

Swinhope 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

Tealby 

— 

— 

12 

12 

— 

11 

Thoresway 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Thorganby 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

Toft  Newton 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Waddingham  

18 

2 

12 

32 

— 

14 

Walesby 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

1 

Willingham,  N. 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

171 

30 

367 

568 

— 

322 

Pre-War  171  shown  above  are  all  houses 

War-time  30  shown  above  are  all  houses 

Post-War  568 — Houses  498.  Bungalows  70. 

The  number  of  current  applications  has  reduced  considerably  as 
the  system  of  annual  renewal  and  inspection  has  removed  all  but  those 
who  genuinely  need  a Council  house. 
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8.  Council  Houses — General  Remarks. 


The  rents  of  normal  Council  Houses  were  as  follows  : — 


Pre-war  houses 

All  services  

Other 

Agricultural  houses  (1944) 
Post-war — houses 

bungalows 


Weekly  Rent 

Rates  per  week 

18/9\ 

6/2— 8/2 

16/-/ 

6/3 

19/- 

6/3 

20/- 

8/2 

11/3 

4/- 

The  amount  of  contribution  per  dwelling  to  the  Repairs  Fund  was 
again  £10  10s.  Od.  per  house  ; the  houses  were  maintained  at  a high 
standard  of  repair  and  110  were  painted,  all  by  contract.  The  tenant  is 
responsible  for  internal  decoration  only.  The  Council  gave  consideration 
to  a system  of  rent  rebates  based  on  income  and  much  of  the  preliminary 
work  was  done  to  enable  it  to  come  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1958. 


9.  Council  House  Improvements — Pre-war  Houses. 

During  the  year  2 houses  were  improved  by  renewal  of  the  plumbing 
system  ; 24  of  the  30  agricultural  houses  have  now  been  improved. 


10.  Repairs  and  improvements  to  private  houses  and  general  work  under 
the  building  byelaws. 

The  number  of  plans  shows  the  large  variety  of  work  done  by  con- 
tractors in  the  area  and  a considerable  number  of  visits  had  to  be  made 
to  various  projects  that  were  carried  out  in  the  district.  The  system  of 
card  notification  by  builders  continued  to  be  of  great  use  in  planning 
the  work  to  be  inspected. 


11.  Housing  Act,  1949  Section  20. 


The  amount  of  grant  approved  during  the 
Number  of  premises  involved 
Total  cost  of  work 
Amount  of  grant 

Average  grant  was  38.23%  of  the  total 
per  dwelling. 


year  : — 

101 

£55,636  17  2 
£21,274  2 2 
cost  and  was  £210  12s. 


The  Council  continued  to  operate  Section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1949.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  grant  was  for  the  provision 
of  bathroom,  water  closet,  sink,  hot  water  system  and  drainage  together 
with  incidental  alterations  necessary  to  allow  for  these  improvements. 


A summary  of  the  grants  so  far  made  by  this  council  is  set  out 
below: — 

Total  amount  of  grant  allocated  : — 

(up  to  31-3-58)  £72,442  13  8 

No.  of  properties  improved  339 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  £213  13  10 

The  system  of  checking  continued  as  before  and  the  work  done 
by  the  Sub-Committee  consisting  of  the  Chairman  of  all  the  Committees 
and  two  other  members  was  again  of  great  assistance. 


12.  Housing — Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

1 Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 
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13.  Summary  of  work  under  the  Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Acts 


during  1957. 

(a)  Dwelling-house  inspection 

(1)  Total  houses  inspected  for  defects  380 

(2)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  466 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  22 

(4)  Number  of  houses  found  defective  but  repairable  230 

(b)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal 

action  157 

(c)  Overcrowding 


There  is  no  complete  record  of  overcrowding  in  the  district  at  the 
moment.  The  permitted  number  of  new  houses  and  reconditioned 
properties  are  added  to  the  register  compiled  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1936. 


14.  Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Total  number  of  nuisances  investigated  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  nuisances  abated  as  a result  of  informal 


action  by  Public  Health  Inspector  26 

Details  of  nuisances  are  as  follows  : — 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and  stagnant  water  — 

Fowls,  pigs  and  other  animals  2 

Dangerous  premises  2 

Drainage  9 

Other  nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts  3 

Miscellaneous  10 


1 5.  Housing  Survey 

Due  to  considerable  other  calls  on  the  staff’s  time  no  real  progress 
was  made  with  this.  With  improvement  grants  and  general  building 
work  running  at  a continuously  high  level,  with  considerable  meat  inspec- 
tion spread  over  a wide  area  and  with  the  increasing  awareness  of  the 
public  of  the  need  to  consult  the  local  authority  it  is  difficult  to  sec  how 
this  routine  work  can  be  achieved  in  the  present  circumstances. 


16.  Milk  Regulations,  1949 

Total 

Distributors  on  registers  Stcril.  15  Past  10.  T.B.  4 29 

Samples  taken  during  year  2~both  satisfactory 


17.  Meat  Inspection  Carcases  Inspected 

Unsound  Food  and  condemned 

Sheep 

& 

Cattle  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Total 

Number  killed  383  755  — ^ 589  1727 

Number  Inspected  383  755  — 589  1727 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  — 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  55  29  — 16 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis   14.36%  3.841%  — 2.716% 


Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  16  — — 2 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  4.178  — — 0.3395% 


18.  Food  Premises 

. The  following  premises  are  registered  in  the  Rural  District  ; — 


Bakehouses  6 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  6 

Preserved  Food  preparation  1 1 

Ice  Cream  (retail)  46 


By  personal  persuasion  considerable  work  of  improvement  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  to  premises  within  the  area.  The  public  is 
becoming  increasingly  food  hygiene  conscious  and  this  awareness  is 
being  felt  by  those  engaged  in  the  food  trade. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  sale  of  partially  wrapped  ice  cream 
in  an  open-topped  refrigerator.  After  discussion  with  the  makers  of 
the  ice  cream  and  with  the  retailer  the  use  of  this  particular  form  of  pack 
was  discontinued. 

The  six  slaughterhouses  were  again  licensed  for  a further  year  and 
some  improvements  were  earned  out  in  two  of  them. 

For  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used,  the  production  of  home- 
killed  meat  for  the  licence  holder’s  own  trade,  the  slaughterhouses  were 
small  but  adequate.  The  meat  was  produced  in  a cleanly  condition, 
the  personal  care  of  the  proprietor  was  always  in  evidence,  and  the 
licensing  of  the  six  slaughterhouses  served  the  best  interests  of  the  butcher, 
the  farmer  and  the  customer. 
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Liquid  eggs — samples  of  the  condition  of  liquid  eggs  at  an  Egg 
Packing  Station  were  taken  and,  in  the  first  instance,  all  of  these  were 
unsatisfactory.  The  proprietor  agreed  to  considerable  improvements 
to  the  premises,  including  the  building  of  a new  room  with  tiled  floor, 
walls,  stainless  steel  sink,  and  a deep  freeze  refrigerator.  After  a succession 
of  samples  and  following  considerable  guidance  and  advice  the  standard 
gradually  improved. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  samples  taken  during  1957. 

Number  taken  Number  satisfactory  Number  unsatisfactory 
24  2 22 

No  organisms  of  the  enteric.  Salmonella  or  dysentery,  groups  isolated 
from  any  of  the  samples  taken. 

19.  Ice  Cream 

Number  of  premises  on  register  46  for  sale  of  prepacked  ice  cream. 

During  the  year  19  samples  of  pre-packed  icecream  were  taken. 
18  were  satisfactory  and  1 unsatisfactory. 

20.  Factories  Act,  1936 

There  are  69  factories  in  the  area — 38  with  mechanical  power  and 
31  without  it.  Conditions  at  all  the  factories  were  satisfactory.  None 
of  the  premises  is  large  and  the  list  mainly  consists  of  garages,  builders’ 
yards  and  similar  small  workplaces. 

21.  Sewerage 

Brocklesby — further  progress  was  made  with  this  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  the  work  of  enlarging  the  sewerage  system  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  was  commenced.  “ Sewer  dykes  ” 
were  cleaned  out  by  contract  and  182^  chains  were  cleaned  out  at  an 
average  cost  of  19/6  approx,  per  chain. 

The  partial  treatment  system  continued  to  show  a material  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  the  effluent  discharged.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  design  a cheap  and  effective  system  to  improve  the  discharge  to  a con- 
siderable amount  without  the  expense  of  a full-scale  treatment  works. 
The  Lincolnshire  River  Board  were  consulted  on  the  matter  and,  while 
they  could  not  give  their  unqualified  support  to  the  suggestions,  they 
did  feel  that  the  efforts  of  the  Council  to  improve  the  present  conditions 
were  praiseworthy. 

The  difficulties  of  improving  partially  treated  effluent  are  that  it 
always  involves  considerable  fluctuation  in  flow,  it  usually  arises  at  the 
end  of  a piped  in  ditch  system  in  a village  where  little  or  no  fall  is  available, 
and  the  site  is  often  a roadside  or  farm  ditch.  The  cost  of  a proper 
sewerage  scheme  in  such  circumstances  is  prohibitive— often  over  £400 
per  dwelling — and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Council  wished  to  try 
to  do  something  at  reasonable  cost  that  would  achieve  at  least  a large 
measure  of  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  effluent. 

A small  extension,  106  yards  of  6in.  sewer  was  laid  to  serve  two 
inadequately  drained  properties  in  the  village  of  North  Kelsey. 
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Drainage 

The  Council  again  gave  grants  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health 


Act,  1936  on  the  following  basis  : — 

For  connection  to  septic  tank  £10 

For  connection  to  sewer  £5 


With  the  proviso  in  both  cases  that  the  grant  would  be  50%  only 
if  the  work  cost  less  than  £20  or  £10  respectively. 

During  1957,  41  properties  were  the  subject  of  assistance 

Total  Cost 


31  for  connection  to  sewer  £155 

10  for  connection  to  septic  tank  £100 

Total  £255 


The  drainage  from  a bungalow  within  200  yards  of  the  Council’s 
well  in  Caistor  was  found  to  soak  into  the  ground.  As  the  well  is  over 
100  feet  to  the  water  line  and  is  situate  in  chalk  this  was  thought  to  be 
undesirable  and  the  property  was  connected  to  the  sewer,  mainly  at  the 
Council’s  expense. 

23.  Water  Supply 

1957  was  a year  of  discussion  about  the  Caistor  water  supply  and 
the  possibility  of  amalgamating  with  the  Grimsby  and  Cleethorpes 
District  Water  Board.  Considerable  discussion  took  place  and  it  has 
finally  been  decided  that  such  an  amalgamation  should  take  place,  and 
1st  October,  1958,  is  the  likely  date. 

24.  Public  Scavenging 

The  system  continued  as  in  previous  years,  i.e.  weekly  collection 
from  Caistor  and  Stainton-le-Vale  parishes  and  fortnightly  from  all 
other  parishes  except  Kirmond-le-Mire.  The  method  of  collection  is 
from  the  place  of  storage  of  the  bin  ; the  occupier  does  not  need  either 
to  bring  the  bin  out  or  return  it. 

Disposal  continued  to  be  by  the  use  of  refuse  to  fill  in  existing  de- 
pressions, i.e.  quarries,  etc.  ; no  serious  nuisance  arose  therefrom. 

During  the  year  one  vehicle  was  wrecked  by  an  accident  and  was 
immediately  replaced  by  the  purchase  of  a second-hand  S.  & D refuse 
vehicle.  This  vehicle  has  given  excellent  service. 

Composting  of  nightsoil  with  straw  was  carried  out  in  a number 
of  instances  and  with  complete  success.  The  farmer  supplied  the  straw 
and  the  Council  provided  corrugated  sheet  frames  for  forming  the 
compost  in  15  ft.  square  pans.  A record  of  the  source  and  disposal  of 
every  load  of  nightsoil  is  kept. 

The  Council  withdrew  the  nightsoil  collection  in  the  areas  where 
a full  scale  sewerage  scheme  is  available  ; only  those  with  either  very 
limited  space  or  who  were  unfit  to  empty  their  own  were  given  the  night- 
soil service  in  these  villages.  This  resulted  in  a considerable  number 
of  applications  being  received  for  conversion  to  water  closets. 

Six  months’  notice  of  intention  to  discontinue  the  service  was  given. 
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25.  Rodent  Control 

The  Council  continued  to  employ  a full-time  operator  and  the 
number  of  complaints  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  was  again  com- 
paratively small.  A regular  survey  of  farms,  tips,  sewers  and  buildings 
meant  that  the  number  of  rats  in  the  area  was  always  kept  at  a reasonable 
level.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  inspections  made  : — 


Complaints  303 

Inspections  2371 

Treatments  850 


Relations  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  with 
the  farmers  and  with  the  general  public  were  at  all  times  harmonious. 
No  claims  for  any  damage  resulting  from,  work  of  rodent  destruction 
arose  during  the  year. 

A serious  infestation  by  water  voles  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  These  voles,  at  first,  mainly 
affected  the  water-course  area  in  Croxby,  Cuxwold,  Rothwell  and  Nettle- 
ton  but  their  incidence  and  numbers  spread  until  there  were  vast  numbers 
living  some  distance  from  water  (up  to  | mile)  and  with  somewhat  altered 
habits  in  that  their  runs  were  only  about  9in.  deep.  The  damage  to 
fruit  trees,  brassica  etc.  was  very  considerable  and,  while  they  appear 
not  to  have  any  effect  on  public  health,  their  effect  on  hedges,  banks, 
crops  etc.  was  very  apparent. 

26.  Dangerous  Structure — Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  58. 

The  spire  at  Grasby  was  completely  demolished  during  1957  and 
was  made  safe. 

27.  Public  Conveniences 

No  further  progress  was  made  with  the  provision  of  a public  con- 
venience at  Caistor.  The  need  for  the  convenience  remains  very  great, 

28.  Staff 

Mr.  Roland  Garrood  continued  as  student  for  the  entire  year. 

Mr.  H.  Todd  was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  in 
Januaiy'  1957,  and  commenced  duties  on  25/2/57. 

29.  Public  Health  Nuisance 

A fish  lorry,  loaded  with  8 tons  of  fish,  crashed  into  a field  during 
August.  The  resulting  nuisance  was  considerable  and  only  abated  w’hen 
the  Council  spread  over  1 ton  of  active  lime  over  it.  As  there  are  no 
Council  meetings  in  August  it  w^as  difficult  for  statutory  action  to  be 
taken  ; the  system  has  now  been  altered  and  any  similar  circumstances 
will  be  dealt  with  expeditiously  by  the  Council,  whenever  it  may  occur. 
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